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The following is an excerpt from 2021 Season of 
Creation Celebration Guide, submitted by 
Tammy Keiter, OFS 

2021 Season of Creation:  A 
Home for All? Renewing the 
Oikos of God 
Each year from September 1 to October 4, the 
Christian family unites for this worldwide 
celebration of prayer and action to protect our 
common home. As followers of Christ from around 
the globe, we share a common role as caretakers of 
God’s creation. We see that our wellbeing is 
interwoven with its wellbeing. We rejoice in this 
opportunity to care for our common home and the 
sisters and brothers who share it.  

The Psalmist proclaims “the Earth is the Lord’s and 
all that is in it.” There are two statements of faith at 
the heart of this song.  The first is that every 
creature belongs to the Earth community. The 
second is that the entire community belongs to the 
Creator. A Greek word for this Earth community is 
oikos.  Oikos is the root of the word oikoumene, or 
ecumenical, which describes our “common home,” 
as Pope Francis calls it in Laudato Si’.  Our common 

home, the Earth belongs to God, and each beloved 
creature belongs to this common oikos.  

By rooting our theme in the concept of oikos, we 
point to the integral web of relationships that 
sustain the wellbeing of the Earth. The word 
ecology (oikologia) describes the relationships 
between animals, plants, non-sentient organisms 
and minerals that each plays a vital role in 
maintaining the balance of this beloved community. 
Each creature is important and contributes to the 
health and resilience of the biodiverse ecosystem in 
which it lives. Humans belong in the right 
relationship within this Earth community. We are 
made from the same stuff of the Earth, and are 
cared for by our co-creatures and the land.  

Human relationships also have ecological 
significance.  Economic (oikonomia), social and 
political relationships affect the balance of creation. 
Everything that we fabricate, use and produce has 
its origin in the Earth, whether mineral, plant or 
animal based.  Our habits of consuming energy and 
goods affect the resilience of planetary systems, 
and the capacity of the Earth to heal itself and 
sustain life.  Economic and political relationships 
have direct effects on the human family and the 
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Rule 18: Moreover they [Franciscans] should 
respect a l l  creatures ,  an imate and inanimate,  
which “bear the imprint of the Most High,” 
and they should strive to  move from the 
temptation of explo i ting creation to the 
Franciscan concept of universa l  k inship . 



more-than human members of God’s oikos.  
Genesis 2:15 reminds us that among our co-
creatures, the Creator has given humans a special 
vocation to tend and keep the oikos of God.  

Sustaining just ecological, social, economic and 
political relationships requires our faith, reason and 
wisdom.  By faith, we join the Psalmist in 
remembering that we are not stewards of an 
inanimate creation, but caretakers within a dynamic 
and living community of creation. The Earth and all 
that is not a given, but a gift, held in trust. We are 
called not to dominate, but to safeguard. By reason, 
we discern how best to safeguard conditions for 
life, and create economic, technological and 
political architectures that are rooted in the 
ecological limits of our common home.  Through 
wisdom we pay careful attention to natural systems 
and processes, to inherited and indigenous 
traditions, and to God’s revelation in word and 
Spirit.  

For centuries, humans (anthropoi) have ordered our 
lives and economies according to the logic of 
markets rather than the limits of the Earth. This 
false logic exploits the oikos of God, and makes 
creation a means to economic or political ends. The 
current exploitation of land, plants, animals and 
minerals for profit results in the loss of habitats that 
are homes for millions of species, including humans 
whose homes are at risk due to climate conflict, loss 
and damage. Reason tells us that in this 
anthropocene age, ecological and social 
disintegration and exclusion cause the current 
climate crisis and accelerate ecological instability. 
Wisdom equips us to find the answers, and 
pathways to build green economies of life and just 
political systems that would sustain life for the 
planet and people. 

Faith gives us trust that God’s Spirit is constantly 
renewing the face of the Earth. Within this horizon 
of hope, our baptismal call frees us to return to our 
human vocation to till and keep God’s garden. In 
Christ, God calls us to participate in renewing the 
whole inhabited Earth, safeguarding a place for 
every creature, and reform just relationships among 
all creation. 

During this liturgical Season of Creation, the 
ecumenical Christian family calls every household 
and society to repent and reshape our political, 
social and economic systems towards just, 
sustainable economies of life, which respect the 
life-giving ecological limits of our common home.  

We hope that this Season of Creation renews our 
ecumenical unity, in our baptismal call to care and 
sustain an ecological turning that will ensure all 
creatures can find their home to flourish, and 
participate in renewing the oikos of God.  

There are many different ways to celebrate the 
Season of Creation. The ecumenical Season of 
Creation network has suggested other ideas and 
campaigns, along with a full guide which are 
available at https://seasonofcreation.org/ 

Resource:  2021 Season of Creation Celebration 
Guide: 2021-SOC-Full-Guide.pdf 
(seasonofcreation.org) 
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Formation Corner 

—Margaret Gass, OFS 

DID YOU KNOW— 

Among those listed below, the Holy Spirit is the 
PRIMARY agent of formation? 

THE AGENTS OF FORMATION 

THE HOLY SPIRIT:  The Spirit calls us to our 
vocation—He is the primary agent of Formation. 
Candidates must be open to the Spirit. 

THE CANDIDATE/PROFESSED MEMBER: bears 
primary responsibility for his/her own spiritual 
growth. The candidate brings his/her talents, gifts 
and abilities to the fraternity. 

THE FRATERNITY: has a special place — Rule 23 – 
“the entire community is engaged in this process of 
growth by its own manner of living.”  The fraternity 
is successful in this when:  they are a warm family 
unit; ecclesial community—prayerful, joyful, 
imbued with the Holy Spirit. 

THE FRATERNITY COUNCIL: 
Aids in the discernment of the possible vocation. 

THE FORMATION DIRECTOR AND TEAM:  
Catalysts/facilitators to move the candidates 
toward their personal choice of permanent 
commitment. The Council should collaborate with 
the team and with the Spiritual Assistant in both the 
INITIAL AND ONGOING FORMATION programs. 

THE SPONSOR:  
Professed member who walks with the candidate 
through the studies and activities during Candidacy. 

HIGHER LEVELS: 
Provide guidelines and suggest styles and 
techniques. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Photo obtained from www.ncronline.org 
(CNS/Reuters/Shannon Stapleton) 

Saint of the Month—Fr. Mychal Judge, 
OFM 
Franciscan Chaplain (1933-2001) 
 
Throughout our nation’s history, we have witnessed 
both the depths of depravity that mankind is 
capable of through his disregard for human life as 
well as God’s demonstration of His incomparable 
grace through the heroic acts of various individuals.  
Fr. Mychal Judge was one such instrument of God’s 
grace. 

Fr. Judge answered God’s call to serve at an early 
age by joining the Franciscan order when he was 
15 years old.  As he developed in his ongoing 
formation, Fr. Judge demonstrated a quiet but 
tenacious commitment to his vocation both 
professionally and personally.  Fr. Judge served as 
Chaplain to the New York Fire Department, 
ministering to firefighters and their families.  He 
also ministered to those suffering from poverty, 
homelessness, addiction, and AIDS.  Moreover, Fr. 
Judge was a tireless advocate for the LGBTQ 
community and other marginalized populations.  Fr. 
Judge did not allow his own struggles with 
substance use to prevent him from ministering to 
addicts.  Instead, he served as a role model through 
whom others could gain a sense of hope for their 
own recovery.    

But it would be the morning of September 11, 2001, 
that would capture the nation’s attention to Fr. 
Judge’s ultimate heroic act.  On that day, Fr. Judge 
went eagerly to serve the firefighters who loved 
him, administering last rites to fallen first 
responders.  Fr. Judge was the first to fall in the 
South Tower of the World Trade Center, and there 
are admirers who are actively trying to petition to 
initiate a cause for sainthood. 

“Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends. You are my friends if 
you do what I command you.”  John 15:13-14 

 

Questions to Consider 

—How has God called you to act heroically in your 
Christian vocation?  

—What prevents you from reaching out to others 
you normally do not interact with?  

References 

The Franciscan Saints, by Robert Ellsberg, 
Franciscan Media  

“20 years after 9/11, remembering the legacy of 
Fr. Mychal Judge,” by Anne Gardner,  
National Catholic Reporter, September 8, 2021, 
Obtained from 
https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/20-years-
after-911-remembering-legacy-fr-mychal-judge  

 --Sharyl Cartmill 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



Book Corner 
Blessed are You, Reflections on the Beatitudes,  
by Mother Mary Francis, PCC; Sophia Institute 
Press, ©2021, 142pg, $16.95 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Before the days of GPS, many of us relied on 
maps to help us find our way across unknown 
territory. But even with the best of maps, there 
was sometimes no guarantee we would stay on 
course. If you were alone, it made switching back 
and forth between reading the map and driving 
awkward, if not downright hazardous. Or maybe 
the person riding with you didn’t know how to 
read the map correctly, leading to some colorful 
conversations. More often than not, you found 
yourself hopelessly lost and visiting endless gas 
stations. 
 
For Christians, the Beatitudes serve as our 
roadmap to finding our way to God. Although we 
have the best map of all in the Beatitudes, 
sometimes we can run into problems with 
understanding what those directions really mean.  

Sometimes we insert our own interpretation 
because it “feels right” or we don’t want to take 
the steps we really need to take (like really 
studying) before we embark on our journey.  So 
we wander in all sorts of directions.   
  
Mother Mary Francis’s Blessed are You, Reflections on 
the Beatitudes offers us the guidance we need in 
understanding how to get to our ultimate 
destination.  Blessed are You offers an explication of 
the Beatitudes that demonstrates the 
interrelationship that each Beatitude has on the 
next. For example, individuals who are poor in 
spirit are open vessels—adaptable, receptive, 
vulnerable, and humble. These same qualities 
become part and parcel of the meek.  Little by 
little, the reader gradually becomes aware of the 
complementarity between the Beatitudes and the 
three stages of the interior life (purgative, 
illuminative, and unitive) in ongoing formation.  
 
In highlighting St. Francis as a model of these 
Beatitudes, Mother Mary Francis shows us that 
the Kingdom of Heaven is attainable to anyone, 
provided that we are willing to persist in our 
commitment. 
 
Originally published in 1976, Blessed are You 
should be required reading for those who want a 
clear and concise understanding of the Beatitudes 
and how to arrive at their final destination toward 
God. 

—Sharyl Cartmill 
 
 

 
 
 Let Us Pray… 
 
For:  
 
-The families of the victims of 911, for their ongoing 
comfort and peace and for the souls of those who 
died. 

-Pope Francis: The Church. Let us pray for the 
Church, that she may receive from the Holy Spirit 
the grace and strength to return herself in the light 
of the Gospel.  
-The repose of the soul of Marilyn Park.  
-Peace for Jan Warren.  
-The healing of Pope Francis.  
-My family’s safe travels as they drive to the east 
coast to visit family.  
-Father George Komo, our new priest.  
- Fr. Raphael, the new priest at St. Theresa’s.  
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-The waking up of the “Wokes.”  
-The preservation of American freedom and 
patriotism.  
-We as Secular Franciscans to be good examples 
and witnesses to the Gospels.  
-The repose soul of Tonya & family.  

-Marge Sutter.  
 
Upcoming Birthdays  
September 23–Margi 
October 2–Rosemary  

 

As in last month, I would like to close this newsletter with a prayer, taken from the Queen of Apostles 
Prayer Book , Pauline Books & Media.   

 

Night Litany 

We plead before you, O Jesus, for all who this night stand in most need of your merciful love and protection.  

On those plagued by temptation,  have mercy. 

On those who have fallen into sin,  have mercy. 

On those who are giving themselves over to 
 pleasure-seeking and self-indulgence, 

 have mercy. 

Jesus, in Your mercy,  save them. 

On those who sell their body for profit,  have mercy. 

On those who force others to sell their 
 bodies for profit, 

 have mercy. 

On the victims of sin,  have mercy. 

On those frequenting the haunts of sin and 
 corruption, 

 have mercy. 

Jesus, in Your mercy,  save them. 

On all those who walk the streets tonight: 
 the homeless, the hungry, the 
 disillusioned, those tempted to suicide, 
 those who suffer from addictions, 

 have mercy. 

To those who are out to aid and rescue 
 others, 

 grant help and protection. 

For those who work at night: law 
 enforcement, fire fighters, transit 
 workers, entertainers, Armed Forces, or 
 security personnel,  

 let Your presence be with them, Jesus. 

For the sick and suffering and all who are 
 enduring agony of mind and body, 

 comfort them, Jesus. 

For all undergoing emergency surgery,  strengthen them, Jesus, and help them in body and soul. 



For the sleepless and lonely,  be near them. 

For those who are anxious, worried, or who 
 suffer mental distress, 

 calm them. 

For the mentally ill,  keep them under Your protection. 

For those who care for the mentally ill,  make them kindhearted and compassionate. 

For night nurses,  give them patience and understanding. 

For priests and doctors called out this night,  reward them. 

Jesus, in Your mercy,  deliver them. 

For those this night who suffer pain and 
 heartache over the death of a loved one, 

 visit and sustain them. 

For those who will die this night,  deepen their contrition and receive their souls. 

For those whom sudden death summon 
 them before Your judgment, 

 have mercy. 

For those who will die alone without the 
 comfort of family or friends, 

 have mercy. 

For those dying alone without priest or 
 sacrament, 

 have mercy. 

On those dying blind to their sins,  have mercy. 

On the souls of unbelievers who are near 
 death, 

 have mercy. 

On those who are trying to turn to you in 
 their last hour, 

 have mercy. 

For those who are afraid to die,  turn their anxiety into joy. 

For dying priests and religious,  have mercy on them and receive them to Yourself. 

For the faithful departed,  grant them light and peace. 

For ourselves in our last hour,  grant pardon for our sins, our negligence, and our ignorance. 

Jesus, in Your mercy,  deliver us all. 

On behalf of those who said no prayers 
 today, let us pray: 

 Our Father, Hail Mary. 

On behalf of those who neglect to praise 
 God and thank Him, let us pray: 

 Blessed be God.  Blessed be His Holy Name. 

Praise, honor, and glory be to Jesus Christ in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar. 

Carmelite Monastery   

 

 



Please e-mail me any contributions at beechcart41@gmail.com by the first Friday of each month. 
God bless. 

Sharyl 

 

 

 

 

 


